
 

 

  

       

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Success is the SUM of small efforts, repeated day in 

and day out.”  Robert Collier 
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February 2018 
     Gardner Road Elementary School 

541 Gardner Road, Horseheads, New York 14845      (607) 739 – 6347 

ppatterson@horseheadsdistrict.com   

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

Gardner Road School Hours 

8:00 a.m. to 2:25 p.m. 

Tardy Bell – 8:15 AM 

Gardner Road Office Hours 

7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Elementary Lunches (K-6) 

Breakfast: $ 1.25   

Lunch $ 2.10 
 

Dear Gardner Road Families- 

     The second half of the school year is upon us and we are looking forward to 

many exciting events for the next 20 weeks such as our author visit, one 

book/one school day, field day, some field trips, GRPTO events and more.   Be 

on the lookout for news of these events. 

    In February, we will have our talent show, celebrate the 100th day and of 

course enjoy Valentine’s Day.  Just a friendly reminder that each classroom is 

collecting 100 cans of food for the 100th day of school, which will be donated to 

the Southern Tier Food Bank. 

     At our town hall meetings, we continue to review the concepts of growth 

mindset.  We focused in on how to work as a team to complete a challenge and 

how it is more difficult as you add people to a team.  We learned about the 

importance of collaborating, listening and coming to consensus.  We also talked 

about talent.  Our 3rd and 4th graders discussed the following video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfUvchfrcS0 which highlights how 

working hard at something you are passionate about overcomes a perceived 

natural born talent.  In grades K-2, we talked about being brave with new tasks 

like the girl in this ski jump video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebtGRvP3ILg. 

    We continued our learning about being an ‘upstander.’ This month we 

proactively filled the halls with encouraging messages to promote positivity and 

kindness.  Learn more at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeqQCyQOCPg.    

It is inspiring walking down the halls reading these positive messages written by 

students for students!    

    A great way to stay in touch with the happenings of our school is on our 

Facebook and Twitter pages.  We share more pictures, events, reminders about 

our amazing Golden Stars, staff and school. 

    We are looking forward to another great month at Gardner Road Elementary.  

Please feel free to contact me anytime with questions, thoughts or concerns.        
 

Your Partner in Learning, 

 

 

 

Patrick Patterson 

Principal 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LfUvchfrcS0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ebtGRvP3ILg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeqQCyQOCPg
https://www.facebook.com/Gardner-Road-Elementary-School-193266287374739/
https://twitter.com/GARDNER_RD_PRIN
http://tvnewscaps.mxf.yuku.com/topic/3991749/Spartys?page=31


 

 
2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Substitutes Needed: 
 

The Horseheads Central School District is seeking applications for substitute teachers, bus drivers and 
substitute teaching assistants.  For information, please visit:  http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html 

 
Human Resources Office: 739-5601, x4211      e-mail: hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com 

Main Office Updates: 
School Delays and Closings:  
The cold, slippery, white flakes are just around the corner. When the ice and snow arrive, it is often necessary 

to delay or close schools. The announcements can be found on our District website 

www.horseheadsdistrict.com and the local media stations. In the event of a 1 or 2-hour delay, students can be 

dropped off at the cafeteria entrance beginning at the adjusted time. Please be aware that NO breakfast is 

served when there is a 2-hour delay. Pre-kindergarten start time for a 2 hour delay is 10:30.  I will also post 

our current status on the Gardner Road Twitter feed. To sign up for the tweets, go to our school website and 

follow the link. 
 

Class Placements for the 2018-2019 School Year: 

In the near future we will begin to look at classroom placements for the year 2018 – 2019. We use a team 

approach for class placements and it is a long process. As you might imagine, we must take many things into 

consideration when making placements. We welcome your input on the learning environment your child 

learns best with in and you are welcome to share this in a letter to me.  Please do not include in your letter a 

request for a certain teacher as we do not honor these requests.  Please know that we do value parent input and 

if you have any information about your child you want us to consider during placement, please put it in 

writing and drop it off to the main office by Friday, May 4, 2018. 
 

Recess:  
Students will be going outside for recess as the weather becomes colder (20 degrees wind-chill and warmer)  

Please make sure that your child has a warm coat, a hat and gloves/mittens so they can stay warm as they 

play. Thank you!  
 

Spring New York Assessment Dates (Grades 3 & 4):  
English Language Arts: April 11th & 12th        Math: May 2nd & 3rd 

Grade 4 Science Performance: May 23rd       Grade 4 Science Written: June 4th 

Thanks to the GRPTO for hosting a 

wonderful roller-skating party at Joycrest! 

 

http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html
mailto:hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com
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January Snapshots: 
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INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL PLACEMENT 
INFORMATION FOR 5TH GRADE  

 

4th grade families are invited to attend the Intermediate School’s Parent 

Presentation on March 26th at 6pm in the middle school cafeteria.   

There will be a brief presentation for 4th grade families and opportunities 

to take a self-guided tour around the school afterwards.  More details will 

be coming home soon from the Intermediate School.  The Intermediate 

School will soon be completing 2018-2019 classroom placements for 

students. They create class selections with the intent to achieve a mix of 

students by ability, gender, personality, and individual special needs. 

While they are unable to honor specific requests for teachers, we value 

your input from a parent’s perspective. If you have specific information 

about your child’s needs which should be taken into consideration or a 

specific previous personal experience, please put them in writing and send 

them to the Intermediate School by Friday, April 6th.  The Intermediate 

School looks forward to working with you to ensure your child’s 

academic success! 

 

Gardner Road Spelling Bee 
 

 
 

On January 26th, we held our 5th annual Scripps 

Spelling Bee at Gardner Road.  This year we 

went 20 rounds to determine our school 

champion and runner-up.  Congratulations to all 

of the spellers for their hard work and effort for 

qualifying past the grade level round.  Our top 

two spellers move on to regionals vying for a 

spot to the National Scripps Spelling Bee! 
 

1st Place – Nathan Kim (Tillinghast) 

2nd Place – Ibrahim Farooqee (Watson) 

3rd Place – Niyati Sharma (Setzer) 

4th Place – Liliana Hall (Bostwick) 

Come Enjoy the GR Talent  

 

February 27, 2018 

GR Cafeteria 6:00 PM 

 

 

 

Thank you to 

our Wildlife 

Princesses for 

reminding us 

to do random 

acts of 

kindness! 
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Horseheads Central School 

District’s Mission & Vision: 
 

Horseheads Central School District sets the standard of 

educational excellence by fostering innovative thinking, 

curiosity, and a passion for learning to maximize the 

potential of each individual. We engage with our local 

and global communities to provide a student-centered, 

nurturing environment. 

EXPLORE        EMPOWER       EXCEL 

The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for Gardner Road Elementary is Patrick Patterson.  Complaints regarding discrimination, harassment, or bullying of any 
student should be referred to Patrick Patterson at (607) 739 – 6347.  The Dignity Act Coordinator for the Horseheads Central School District is Megan Collins. 

Mrs. Collins may be reached at One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, 607-739-5601, x4211. 

The Horseheads Central School District offers educational programs without regard to gender, race, color, national origin, or disability. Inquiries regarding this 

policy may be made to Megan Collins, Title IX/DASA Coordinator and Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; Anthony Gill, Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; 

or Kim Williams, Section 504 Coordinator, Horseheads Central School District, One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, (607) 739-5601.  
 

January Fairness Challenge: 
This month our students had to demonstrate 

fairness in their special area classes.  If they did 

this they earned the letters, F, A, I and R for 

display in their classroom.  Classes also earned 

a movie for showing this trait.  Great job Golden 

Stars!   
 

February’s Character Trait is: 
 

To report child abuse or neglect 

call toll free 1-800-342-3720 or 

go to ocfs.ny.gov/main/cps 
 

Be Your Own Hero! Thank you to the 

Johnson Art Museum at 

Cornell for hosting our 3rd 

graders on their study of 

China and cultures 

around the world. 

Docents also visited our 

school to show us how to 

inspect artifacts.  We 

learned a lot during our 

study of China! 





 

FEBRUARY FAMILY 
FUN NIGHT 

SWIMMING!! 

 
The Gardner Road February family fun night will be held at the 

Horseheads High School Swimming Pool.  The date of the event is 

February 23rd, and will take place from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  There is 

NO CHARGE for this event. 

 

 

 
Gardner Road Spirit Wear for purchase Coming Soon! 

 

 February 1: 

Kindergarten 

Registration  

A20  

 

February 13: 

Principal Chat in 

the Library at 

5:30. 

February 13: 

PTO meeting in 

the library at 6:00.  

T 

NO SCHOOL 

February 19th and 

20th. President’s 

Day 

 

February 26: 

Gardner Road 

Talent Show: 

6 p.m.  

 
 

PTO BOARD: 

President: Jennie O’Herron 
Vice President: Lita Mata 
Treasurer: Courtney Bola 

Secretary: Stacy Witzel 

pto.gardnerroad@gmail.com 

 

 

 

GARDNER ROAD PTO FEBRUARY 2018 

NEWSLETTER 



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Character Education Tips for Home:  Trustworthiness 

*Have a family game night—Point out opportunities of trustworthiness              
*Honesty starts at home              *Model honesty in your everyday life   
*Be on time             *Focus on the “fun” of something instead of winning 
*Discuss how/why characters in books and/or movies are trustworthy 

1                                      Day 3 

 

Kindergarten Registration 

10AM—6PM 

2                                      Day 4 

 

5                                      Day 5 

 

6                                      Day 6 

 

7  

 

 

SNOW DAY 
 

8                                      Day 1 

 

BOE Budget Workshop—HS 

MMC 6:00PM 

9                                      Day 2 

 

12                                      Day 3 

 

13                                     Day 4 

 

Principal Chat  

5:30 Library 

GRPTO Meeting 

6:00 Library 

14                                      Day 5 

 

 

 

15                                      Day 6 

 

16                                      Day 1 

 

19                    No School 20               No School 21                                      Day 2 

 

22                                      Day 3 

 

 

BOE Meeting at Transportation 

6:00 PM 

23                                      Day 4 

 

GRPTO 

Family Fun 

Night—HS  

Pool 

26                                     Day 5 

 

27                                      Day 6 

Talent Show 6:00 GR Cafe 

28                                      Day 1 

 

 

Gardner Road 
Elementary School—REVISED 

 








